
Minutes Of The Meeting Of The City Council 

City of Carthage, Missouri 

June 11, 2019 

  

The Carthage City Council met in regular session on the above date at 6:30 PM in the City Hall 

Council Chambers with Mayor Dan Rife presiding. Fire Chief Roger Williams gave the 

invocation and Lieutenant Michael Banes led the flag salute. 

  

The following Council Members answered roll call: Ceri Otero, Darren Collier, Alan Snow, 

Kirby Newport, Ed Barlow, Juan Topete, Ray West and David Armstrong. James Harrison and 

Mike Daugherty was absent. City Administrator Tom Short and City Attorney Nate Dally were 

present. 

  

The following Department Heads were present: Lieutenant Michael Banes, Fire Chief Roger 

Williams, Public Works Director Zeb Carney, Parks Director Mark Peterson and City Clerk 

Traci Cox.   

 

Mr. Collier made a motion, seconded by Mr. Snow, to approve the minutes of the May 28, 2019 

Council Meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Mayor Rife presented the Proclamation promoting Kids Fishing Day. 

 

During Citizen's Participation Period: Mark Elliff, President of the Chamber of Commerce and 

Economic Development Director, gave a statistical update on workforce numbers as published 

by the Missouri Workforce Investment Board indicating Carthage has a very low unemployment 

rate. Jennifer Shotwell introduced herself as the new Executive Director for the Southwest 

Missouri Area Agency on Aging. She informed the council of the services offered at the Over 60 

Center and other services provided by the Agency. Jonathan Roberts thanked the council for 

support of the McCune Brooks Hospital Trust Board proposal that will fund the purchase of the 

Game On building. The goal is to be fully functional by January 1. Mr. Roberts also informed the 

council of a storefront express fitness center opening on the square by July 1. 

 

 

Mr. Snow reported the Budget, Ways and Means Committee met on June 10. Contracts for the 

Humane Society and Chamber of Commerce were reviewed and approved. The Resolution 

releasing the golf funds was also approved. 

 

 

Ms. Otero reported the Committee on Insurance/Audit & Claims met on this date in the City Hall 

conference room and approved the claims. The committee reviewed the alternative options for 

the Nicotine Cessation Program and will be forwarding a contract for approval to the June 25 

council meeting. The Wellness Committee was also discussed. 

 

 

Mr. Collier reported the Public Safety Committee is between meetings with the next meeting 



scheduled for June 17. 

 

  

Mr. Topete reported the Public Services Committee is between meetings with the next meeting 

scheduled for June 18. 

 

  

Ms. Otero reported the Public Works Committee met on June 4. A contract with Anderson 

Engineering was reviewed and approved. It appears as C.B. 19-29. 

 

  

Special Committee and Board Liaison reports were given by Mr. Topete for the Tree Board and 

Kellogg Lake Board, Mr. West for the Over 60 Center, Ms. Otero for the Jasper County 

Commissioners, Harry S. Truman Coordinating Council and Humane Society, and Mr. 

Armstrong for the Powers Museum. 

 

 

 

Mayor Dan Rife reported on his attendance at the ribbon cutting for Fire Station #2, the British 

Car Show and Kids Fishing Day. 

 

During reports of Council Members, Ms. Otero requested committee meeting packets be sent to 

all council members, not just committee members. Mr. West thanked all involved with Kids 

Fishing Day. 

 

  

Lieutenant Michael Banes reported the Police Department is starting preparations for Marian 

Days. 

 

  

Fire Chief Roger Williams thanked all who attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for Fire Station 

#2. 

 

 

Public Works Director Zeb Carney reported that Fairview Avenue will be closed for another two 

weeks. He also reported on a meeting with CDL Electric and Niki Cloud regarding Phase 4 of 

the Wayfinding Sign Project. 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Mark Peterson thanked the council for his appointment as the new 

Parks & Recreation Director. He stated he is working on prioritizing projects and working on 

ideas to promote the amenities the City of Carthage has to offer. 

 

  

City Administrator Tom Short reported on the following: a meeting with Staff regarding the new 

webpage, discussions with the new Parks & Recreation Director Mark Peterson, the soft opening 

of the new Fire Station, a meeting with the new TAC transportation planner Thomas Hughes, a 



meeting with Jennifer Shotwell, sales tax revenues, a medical marijuana ordinance, the fence 

around Central Park pool, and ADA work on Garrison. 

 

  

The Committee on Claims filed a report in the amount of $1,865,038.06 against the following 

funds: General Revenue $113,434.90, Public Health $5,323.63, Parks Stormwater $844.18, 

Public Safety $1,820.00, Golf $19,013.12, Lodging $8,500.00, Parks & Recreation $42.37, 

Judicial Education $546.40, Fire Protection $9,452.39, Capital Improvements $1,181.43, Inmate 

Security Fund $193.00, Payroll $204,686.64 and Carthage Water & Electric $1,500,000.00. Ms. 

Otero made a motion, seconded by Mr. Armstrong to accept the report and allow the claims. 

Motion carried. 

  

Under old business, C.B. 19-21- An Ordinance authorizing a special use permit for the operation 

of private helicopter rides at the Forest Park Baptist Church, 2535 S. Grand Avenue, City of 

Carthage, Jasper County, Missouri was placed on second reading followed by a roll call vote of 8 

yeas, 0 nays. Ayes: Armstrong, Barlow, Collier, Newport, Otero, Snow, Topete, and West. The 

council bill was approved and numbered Ordinance 19-23. 

 

C.B. 19-22- An Ordinance authorizing a special use permit for the operation of a Carnival to be 

located at the Fair Acres Sports Complex (East George Phelps Blvd.) in the City of Carthage, 

Jasper County, Missouri was placed on second reading followed by a roll call vote of 8 yeas and 

0 nays. Ayes: Armstrong, Barlow, Collier, Newport, Otero, Snow, Topete, and West. The 

council bill was approved and numbered Ordinance 19-24. 

 

Under new business, C.B. 19-23- An Ordinance adopting the Annual Operating and Capital 

Budget of the City of Carthage for the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 was placed on first reading with no 

action taken. 

 

 

C.B. 19-24- An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement between the City of 

Carthage, Missouri and the Carthage Chamber of Commerce for services in the amount of 

$118,075.00 was placed on first reading with no action taken. 

  

C.B. 19-25- An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute a Contract between the City of 

Carthage and the Carthage Convention & Visitors Bureau for services in the amount of 

$102,000.00 was placed on first reading with no action taken. 

 

C.B. 19-26- An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute a Contract between the City of 

Carthage and the Carthage Over 60 Center for services in the amount of $21,000 was placed on 

first reading with no action taken. 

 

C.B. 19-27- An Ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement between the City of 

Carthage and the Carthage Humane Society for animal control services for the City of Carthage 

was placed on first reading with no action taken. 



  

C.B. 19-28- An Ordinance authorizing utility rate adjustments for electric, water and wastewater 

services as recommended by the Carthage Water & Electric Plant Board was placed on first 

reading with no action taken. 

  

C.B. 19-29- An Ordinance extending the current contract with Anderson Engineering, Inc. to 

include a new term from July 1, 2019 to June 20, 2021 was placed on first reading with no action 

taken. 

 

Mr. Collier made a motion, seconded by Mr. Newport, to approve the Mayor's reappointment of 

Ron Hitchhock and A.W. McKinney to the Appeals Board until May 2024. Motion carried 7-1 

with Mr. Armstrong casting the nay vote. Mr. Collier made a motion, seconded by Ms. Otero, to 

approve the Mayor's reappointment of Janet Stafford and Sherrie Wooten to the Carthage 

Affordable Housing Task Force until June 2023. Motion carried 7-1 with Mr. Armstrong casting 

the nay vote. 

  

Mr. Snow made a motion, seconded by Mr. Collier, to approve Resolution 1872- a Resolution of 

the City of Carthage, Missouri, authorizing the release of the remaining Assigned Fund Balance 

of the Golf Course Fund to the Unassigned Fund Balance. Resolution passed by a roll call vote 

of 8 yeas and 0 nays. Ayes: Armstrong, Barlow, Collier, Newport, Otero, Snow, Topete and 

West. 

 

  

During closing remarks, Ms. Otero and Mr. Collier thanked Ms. Shotwelll for attending the 

meeting. Mr. Snow asked if any guidance had been received on the railroad crossing 

maintenance. City Attorney Dally stated we have not received additional information on the 

railroad. Mr. Dally noted that mediation for the lawsuit will be June 25. Mr. Snow also asked if 

any progress had been made on a Council Work Day, which Mayor Rife replied he is working 

on. Mr. Barlow welcomed Mr. Peterson. 

 

Mr. Armstrong made a motion, seconded by Ms. Otero, to adjourn the regular session of the 

Council Meeting. Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 7:26 PM. 

 


